Primary health care in Canada: in praise of the nurse?
In Canada, as elsewhere, it has been agreed that primary health care (PHC) is needed, particularly for the underserved population. But the debate continues over which approach, what measures and who should be involved. To help find the answers, the Canadian Nurses Association presented a working paper already in 1980 to the Canadian Government recommending changes in the health system and proposing various roles that nurses could play in formulating and implementing its national primary health policy and in November this year organized a two-day PHC workshop involving representatives from provincial councils and government as well as nurses. Below, two nurses teaching at the University of Ottawa's School of Nursing give their view on what should and could be done in Canada.